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A Note from Mary Pope Osborne About the
Magic Tree House
®
Fact Trackers

When I write Magic Tree House
®
adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House
®
Fact Tracker, too!



Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House
®
Fact Trackers:
“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House® book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially
American Revolution
. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent “behind-the-scenes” look at what the [Magic Tree House
®
fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N.,
MOM

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in
Ancient Greece and the Olympics
, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H.,
TEACHER
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For thousands of years, people have told stories of
sea monsters. They have described seeing them in every ocean and even in some lakes.

It is true that there are some scary-looking animals living in the ocean today. Other monstrous-looking sea creatures lived millions of years ago.

Some sea-monster tales may not be true at all. The deep, dark waters of the ocean
hold many mysteries. They also hold lots of amazing animals.

Scientists Capture Live
Giant Squid
Giant
squids are sometimes called “sea monsters.” There are stories about giant squids attacking boats and people. But not many people have ever seen one.

Giant squids usually live so deep in the ocean that it is hard to know much about them. Sometimes their bodies wash up on shore, but until recently, no giant squid had ever been seen alive.

In December 2006, scientists were doing research 600 miles off the coast of Japan. They were amazed to catch a live giant squid! The young squid thrashed around wildly as they pulled it into the boat. Sadly, it hurt itself so much that it died. But the scientists
are studying the squid to learn more about these rare animals.
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