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Author’s
Note 1:

A wee Scots language primer

 

Scots is considered by many to be a
language in its own right, one related to English and German, with a
Scandinavian influence as well. It’s spoken mostly in the Scottish Lowlands,
including the city of Glasgow, where ‘Shattered’ takes place. (If you ever read
Robert Burns’ poetry in school, you’ve read Scots!) The degree to which Scots
is spoken and the level to which it’s interspersed with English varies widely
with location and situation.

Since I’m treating Scots as a language and
not a dialect, I’ve used full words without apostrophes or other indicators of
slang.
 

For example, the words
wi
and
no
are actual Scots words, not simply slang-shortened forms of
with
and
not
. So when you see them appear in dialogue, I promise they’re not
typographical errors.

 

Scots words that might confuse, along with their English
meaning:

 

awfy
(
awfully, very
)

aw (
all
)

baw
(
ball
)

burd
(
bird
)

cannae
(
can’t
)

deid
(
dead
)

didje
(
did you
)

didnae
(
didn’t
)

dinnae
(
don’t
)

fur (
for
)

gaun
(
going
)

gie
(
give
)

gies
(literally
give us
, but usually
meaning
give me
)
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