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            “Yeah!” said Zoe enthusiastically. “Dad's flying down on the company plane to pick us up.”

“I didn't want to have to spend one more night in this awful little town,” Mrs. Abernathy said, fluttering her hand dismissively toward San Miguel in general.

“Although you have to admit, Momâ€”” Nicole was stopped dead by her mom's stare. Mrs. Abernathy didn't have to admit anything.

“Anyway,” Nicole continued, “we're leaving for our honeymoon, like, right now, so it seems a shame to waste all that extra space on the plane.”

Mrs. Abernathy offered a tight-lipped smile. “I suppose there's room for one more.”

“Great!” said Nicole. “It's settled then.”

Mrs. Abernathy reached out and pushed a strand of hair behind Nicole's ear. “Honey, don't think I don't want you kids to go have fun. I do. But this has been such an awful ordeal. And if you think about it, it wasn't even a real wedding. Don't you want to try again?”

Looking confused, Nicole took Vince's hand protectively. “What do you mean, try again?”

“We could do a
real
wedding in Napa, like we had planned. Wouldn't that be lovely? I could invite all of my friends.”

Laughing, Vince held up his hand to stop her. “Please, no more weddings! Once was enough.”

“Yeah, Mom,” said Nicole, “I think we're done with weddings. No offense, Kelsey.”

“None taken, believe me!” I was ready to move on with my life, and I was sure they were, too. Not that Mrs. Abernathy would have hired me to plan Nicole's “real” wedding. Or maybe she would have, just so she'd have another shot at firing me.

We said our good-byes, and I hurried back to Evan's house to get my things. In a couple of hours, I'd be heading home. On the way, my cell phone buzzed again to let me know I had a voice mail, so I dug it out of my back pocket and pressed it to my ear to listen.

“Hi, Kelsey, this is Jacinda. I got the strangest call this morning from a Mrs. Abernathy?”
Oh, dear Lord. What had she said?
If she had blown this job for me, I was going to strangle her with my own two hands. Although perhaps I'd wait until we were back home to do it, because I'd quickly grown accustomed to the idea of hitching a ride on their private plane.

Jacinda continued: “I'm not sure how she got my number, but then again, San Miguel is a pretty small town. Anyway, Mrs. Abernathy recommended you very highly. In factâ€”what was it she said? Oh, yeah. She said I'd be a fool not to hire you.”
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