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            The whole school must have been watching, I bet.

“We’ll tell ya all ’bout sportin, now,” Grandma Matchie announced. “An we’ll tell it like this!” and she advanced on them, and they all tried to fit through the crack in the corner that wasn’t there, and if even if it was they were too big anyway. I could’ve told them all about that, but why bother?

“Doc. You live in a fishbowl and spend all day glapin, glapin, glapin!”

“That’s not true!” he shouted, climbing to his feet.

“Course not!” Grandma Matchie snapped, then she grinned. “But it could be, if’n I wuz t’say so.” And she turned to Big Nose. “An you, you’re jus a Big Nose breathin down all the kids’ backs!”

“
WHAT
?” Big Nose jumped to her feet, grabbing her nose. “But my nose is small!”

“Yep. An if y’wanna keep it that, use it less often an keep it away from where it ain’t s’pposed t’be in the first place!” And she spun to face the principal. “An you’re the most impert’nent ear-flapper of em all!”

He leapt to his feet, his eyes blazing. “
I AM NOT
!”

Grandma Matchie shook her head sadly. “Fraid y’are.”

Then it was Mom’s turn, and boy did she go white! “Ester! Well! Have you anythin t’say fur yerself afore I pass judgment pon ya?”

“We, uh, I didn’t think anyone would understand—”

Grandma Matchie raised her eyebrows. “Oh? Mebee next time you’ll let em decide fur emselves, eh?”

Wringing her hands, Mom nodded weakly and stared down at her feet.

“From now on,” Grandma Matchie pronounced, “there’ll be no brooms allowed in my cabin!”

“Oh my, oh my!”

But there was no room for argument—you could see that. And when Grandma Matchie glared at Dad, you could see he was wishing he was back in his Jacuzzi. “So, I embarrass you, do I, Jock Senior?”

He went red.

“You’ll have t’get used to bein embarrassed, then, won’t ya? Cause we’re all movin in with ya! Fur a whole month! Alla us!”

Cheering noises came from outside, and Dad gulped, but he didn’t say one word of protest. He knew better.

And now, they all knew better.

Fishin’ with Grandma Matchie:

Big jesters are just little jesters in disguise, that’s all. I really don’t mind being ferreted out every now and then, and that corner’s not so scary once you suddenize that the last laugh is, as always, yours.

So the next time your Big Nose tells you to tell her what you did for summer vacation, you’ll know what to do. The thing about Bigness is that when you’re small it’s easy to sneak around it, or under it. Pretend you’re an ant carrying your favorite Adam’s Egg under a big, flat rock. And when the time’s right just break that Egg and eat it for breakfast.

You’ll never be hungry again, I bet.
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