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THIS COULD NOT BE HAPPENING!

But it was. A spirit-Kalâ€˜enedral was manifesting before Tarma's and Kethry's astonished eyes, a spirit which was violating every precept to appear.

He seemed to be fighting against something; his form wavered in and out of visibility as he held out frantic, empty hands to her, and he seemed to be laboring to speak. Kethry saw with mage-sight the veil of sickly white power that was encasing the spirit like a filthy web, keeping him from full manifestation.

“Thereâ€˜sâ€”Goddess, there's a counterspellâ€”” Kethry started out of her entrancement. “It's preventing
any
magic from entering this room! He can't manifest! Iâ€”I have to break it, orâ€””

“Donâ€˜t!” Tarma hissed. “You break a counterspell and they'll
know
one of us is a mage!”

Tarma turned back to the spirit to see that he had given up the effort to speakâ€”and she saw that his hands were moving. “Kethâ€”his handsâ€””

As Kethry's eyes were again drawn to the wavering figure, Tarma read his message.
Death-danger,
she read, and
assassins....
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One


I
t was a
d
ark and stormy night....

:Pah!:
Warrl said with disgust so thick Tarma could taste it.
:Must you even
think
in cliches?:

Tarma took her bearings during another flash of lightning, tried and failed to make out Warrl's shaggy bulk against watery blackness, then thought back at him,
Well it is, damnit!

Tarma shena Taleâ€˜sedrin, who was Shin'aâ€˜in nomad, Kal'enedral (or, to outClansmen, a “Sword- sworn”), and most currently Scoutmaster for the mercenary company called “Idra's Sunhawks” was
not
particularly happy at this moment. She was sleet-drenched, cold and numb, and mired to her armpits; as was her companion, the lupine
kyree
Warrl. The Sunhawks' camp was black as the inside of a box at midnight, for all it was scarcely an hour past sunset. Her hair was plastered flat to her skull, and trickles of icy water kept running into her eyes. She couldn't even feel the ends of her fingers anymore. Her feet hurt, her joints ached, her nose felt so frozen it was like to fall off, and her teeth were chattering hard enough to splinter. She was not pleased, having to stumble around in the dark and freezing rain to find the tent she shared with her partner and oathbound sister, the White Winds sorceress, Kethry.
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