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For Kelsey and Jesse
â€”J.B.

For all the big sisters I know
â€”M.P.


"Mommy! Crispin spilled my paints again!" shrieked Flora.

"I told you to keep your paints out of his reach," said her mother.

"I tried," said Flora, "butâ€”"

"Oh, look at this mess. Outside, Flora. Right now!"

"I can't go outside," protested Flora. "The wind is very strong and will blow me away."

"Nonsense," said her mother.

Flora thought for a moment. "Of course, I could wear my super-special heavy-duty red boots. They'll keep me from being blown away."

"Fine," said her mother. "And take Crispin with you."


Now, Crispin did not have super-special heavy-duty red boots to protect him from the wind. His boots were purple and couldn't do anything but keep his feet dry.

Oh, well, Flora thought. It wouldn't be
her
fault if Crispin blew away.

So Flora put on her coat and hat and her super-special heavy-duty red boots.


And her mother put Crispin into his little coat and hat and regular old purple boots.

And when all that was done, Flora's mother opened the door and Flora and Crispin stepped outside.


The wind was indeed very strong that day. It pushed and pulled, and twirled and twisted. But no matter how hard it blew, Flora stayed firmly on the ground.

"Ha ha! You dumb wind," said Flora. "You can't lift me up, because I'm wearing my super-special heavy-duty red boots!"

The wind did not like being laughed at. It doubled its strength and blasted mightily at Flora, but still she didn't budge.
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