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LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE

CLARE O’DONOHUE
is a freelance television writer and producer. She has worked worldwide on a variety of shows for Food Network, the History Channel, and truTV, among others. She is also the author of the Someday Quilts Mystery series.


Praise for
Missing Persons

“O’Donohue puts her real-life expertise as a freelance TV writer and producer to good use in this sharp first in a new series. An absorbing read.”

—Publishers Weekly
(starred review)

“This is going to be a great series. Fans of Sue Grafton and V. I. Warshawski, and even Nancy Pickard’s Truth trilogy, should try
Missing Persons
.”

—
iloveamystery.com

“Kate is funny and sarcastic . . . which makes her good company. This reader would welcome another appearance by the all-too-real Kate.”

—The Cleveland Plain-Dealer

“Well written, with fascinating characters, multifaceted story lines, and plenty of action. A heroine readers can embrace.”

—Midwest Book Review

“A rollicking good start. O’Donohue exhibits a masterful approach with her classic red herrings and carefully placed foreshadowing as she drags us through the muckraking of yellow journalism. This will be a series worth collecting.”

—Suspense
magazine

“Kate makes a great and sympathetic detective. Here’s hoping there’s more to come from her.”

—The Parkersburg News and Sentinel

“[4.5 stars.] It didn’t take long for me to develop a girl crush on Kate Conway. With a fresh, sophisticated plot, snappy dialogue, cleverly placed red herrings, and a brisk pace, there isn’t a single sentence in this novel that isn’t thoroughly enjoyable.”

—RT Book Reviews
(top pick)
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To Jack O’Donohue,
a gentleman and a scholar—and a darn fine brother.
You still owe me a quarter for each of the thousands of shirts
I ironed for you when we were growing up.
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I
stayed by the window, hidden from view. The street was quiet and dark, but I kept watch. I’d been in this house, this stranger’s house, for hours, waiting for the man who owned the place to come home. I was doing what had to be done. If I hadn’t agreed to it, someone else would have. No one would get hurt. That’s what I kept saying. But inside I died a little every time I had to do what I was doing today.

I waited another twenty minutes. Finally, I saw it. A car was pulling up. I nodded toward Jim, who was standing outside between two vans so no one could see. He lifted his camera and waited.

I watched the man get out of his car and walk toward the house. This was it.

Within seconds the door opened and the man walked in.

“Oh my God.” He looked around the living room. “This is amazing.”

His wife ran toward him and squealed with delight. “Are you sure?”

“Yeah, it’s great,” he said. “It’s really…different. I wasn’t expecting it at all.” His wife kissed him, then looked around, beaming. The man looked toward me. “Is that enough or do you want more?”

“It’s perfect,” I said. “But, if we could just do it one more time. And this time, if you could be a little more surprised. You come home after a golf weekend with your buddies to a whole new living room. Completely redecorated. Your wife brought in a design team and a television crew. They’ve remade the place to be exactly what you’ve dreamed of and you had no idea this was happening.”

“So I shouldn’t mention the photos she e-mailed me last night?”
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