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For Carrie


Those who wanted milk scratched at the soil with bare fingers and the white milk came welling up. Pure honey spurted, streaming, from their wands. If you had been there and seen these wonders for yourself, you would have gone down on your knees and prayed to the god you now deny.

—The Bacchae of Euripides
,

translated by William Arrowsmith
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Part One: Becoming
1: Susan tells Bobert how to become a part of the pack.

2: Don’t answer the door.

3: Malcolm, Tanya, Bobert, Anquille, Angel, and five or six more are talking.

4: Malcolm wants to move.

5: Tanya takes Malcolm into the bathroom to have a good look at his face.

6: Bobert, Angel, Tom, Susan, and two or three others try to guess what’s goin’ on in there. Malcolm and Tanya come out when they least expect it.

7: Angel is thirsty.

8: Bobert, Anquille, Susan, Angel, and Tom decide the hat is a god.

9: Malcolm and Bobert talk about games. Later, the others come home.

10: What’s the worst thing you could survive?

11: Everybody goes out hunting through the neighborhood for a Peugeot.

12: Bobert, Tom, and Anquille go around to the other side of the school.

13: Angel and Susan make a drink for a new recruit.

14: Bobert likes to be alone

15: Malcolm is the first one back. Bobert, Tom, and Anquille are tied for second, then some others.

16: What the police officer really said to Malcolm.

17: Malcolm and Tanya walk in front of the group and lead the way to the new house.

18: Bobert and Tom bring up the rear as the group wends its way to the new house.

19: Angel and Susan make a plan.

20: This place is awesome.

21: What to do when someone starts to change.

22: Tanya has seen the archangel Gabriel.

23: How to be a reader.

24: If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?

25: Angel comes into the master bedroom in the middle of the night and convinces Bobert to help her.

26: The Story of Doug.

27: Tanya tells Malcolm what she found when she went to feed Susan.

28: House meeting.

29: Someone new catches Susan up on what happened while she was changing.


Part Two: Neighbors
30: Bobert’s little brother follows him around the house.

31: Malcolm drags everybody down to the basement to show off his discovery before they all go to bed, except for Tanya and Malcolm, who stay behind to discuss it, but not like you think.

32: Angel wakes up with Craig.

33: Malcolm takes the dog out.

34: Bobert and his stepdad have a little talk about the way things are now.

35: And on the third day, all the werewolves gathered in the kitchen to make a plan.

36: Tanya and Malcolm discuss the plan.

37: Angel gets caught going through Craig’s pockets.

38: Susan, Anquille, Tom, and a few others come up with a new definition for “Wednesday.”

39: The werewolves take a vow of silence.

40: Tom and Carl work out the new world order.

41: Arson investigators talk to Bobert’s mom.

42: Tanya is becoming grateful.

43: What to tell the maid.

44: The last recorded conversation between Angel and her new boyfriend.

45: The maid reaches for the personal panic-button key fob only to find it’s not there.

46: Dear Carlene

47: Everybody gets together and takes off their clothes.

48: Bobert and Tim check the mail.

49: Tom and Carl return with news of what they found. Malcolm interrogates them.

50: Susan explains to Carl the plan for if the maid comes home. Anquille joins them about midway through.

51: Malcolm and Tanya open the safe.

52: Angel and Craig get married.

53: Tanya shows Susan where she is on the map.

54: At least half the werewolves down in the basement standing in front of the flat screen TV moving in sync with a workout DVD.

55: Oh, the shark has pretty teeth, dear.

56: Susan wants it to keep happening.

57: Malcolm tries to manage things as the werewolves split up and make a run for it.

58: Tom and Anquille run into each other while running through the neighborhood.

59: The cop and Malcolm talk.

60: Sitting outside the Peugeot house

61: Malcolm and Angel fight.


Part Three: The Wild
62: Bobert and Timothy lie in their beds, planning their great escape.

63: Bobert and Timothy drop fake hints about where they’d go if they ran away throughout the whole next day.

64: Bobert and Timothy say goodbye to their mother.

65: Dawn and Donald have a talk.

66: Bobert and Timothy open the window and take off into the night.

67: Timothy trusts his brother.

68: Do you even know how to drive?

69: Timothy and Bobert try to give Donald’s car away.

70: Bobert and Timothy realize their first mistake.

71: Bobert convinces the guy at 7-Eleven to let him use the bathroom.

72: Timothy lists everything he stole so that Robert can get a sense of their supplies as they walk to the construction site.

73: The newspaper

74: Detective Raphael interviews the housekeeper in the hospital.

75: Timothy wants to stop walking.

76: Detective Raphael interviews the man who was found in Donald’s car.

77: Your hand is infected.

78: Detective Raphael interviews the owner of the garage.

79: At the address on the postcard, there’s a scarecrow in the front yard that Robert kind of recognizes.

80: Bobert and Tim knock on the door and a little old lady answers.

81: Tim and the old lady eat dinner alone.

82: Bobert’s conversation with the scarecrow.

83: Detective Raphael and the little old lady talk.

84: Timothy talks to Bobert from the back of the police cruiser.

85: The old lady tells Sheriff Hanson what happened.

86: Timothy won’t let Robert stop walking.

87: Timothy tries to kill the dog that’s followed them.

88: The dog licks Bobert clean.

89: The smell of bacon and eggs and coffee wakes up Timothy.

90: Bobert asks himself a few questions.

91: As they pack up camp and head out, Timothy has second thoughts.

92: Rules for Werewolves
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Part One
BECOMING

1
Susan tells Bobert how to become a part of the pack
.
—Hey, it’s cool. I’m not gonna hurt you. I just wanna let you know you can’t sleep there.

—Why not?

—It’s gonna get cold tonight.

—I’ll be all right.

—Yeah, but you could do a lot better.

—Says who?

—My name’s Susan.

—All right. So?

—It’s cool if you don’t wanna tell me your name.

—All right.

—But you should also know there’s a security guard who comes around.

—I’m not scared of rent-a-cops. They don’t have any real power.

—You figured that out on your own, huh? How long you been out here?

—About a week. But I’ve been here before. You?

—Shit. I dunno. It’s been months.

—My name’s Bobert.

—What kind of name is Bobert?

—It’s a nickname, I guess. I hate it.

—Then why tell people that’s your name?

—I got so used to being called Bobert, I guess that’s who I’ve become.

—You know, you could use this running away to become something else.

—I’m doing all right.

—You’re in the parking lot huddled up between a Dumpster and the walls of a Speedy Stop. Without a roof. You’re not doing as good as you think.

—I’m trying.

—I know, Bobert. It’s cool.

—Do you have some kind deal with the Speedy Stop where they give you a free burrito for every homeless kid you scare away from the Dumpsters?

—I should ask ’em about that.

—Hey, you’re not really helping. You’re just doing the rent-a-cop’s job for him. Telling me to move along. He might not even see me.

—He saw me when I tried to sleep there.

—I just. I don’t. I don’t. I don’t know what to do. I …

—All right. All right. It’s cool. Don’t cry.

—I don’t—

—All right. It’s cool.

—I don’t wanna get inside the Dumpster.

—Let me get to what I’m trying to say, Bobert.

—This sucks.

—Why don’t you come with me.

—Why?

—Because.

—Where are we gonna go?

—I have some friends. They have a house. Not a house they own, but just a place where we can stay. There’s about twenty of us sleeping there, maybe. Look, it’s not legal. They don’t own the house. But it’s warm. It’s warmer than this. And it smells better. You just have to go along with what they say.

—Like what?

—Nothing really. They just like to fight, some of ’em. Mostly it’s
bickering. But if someone catches us in this house we have to be ready to run. And if one of my friends tells you to do something you have to do it. Or be sure you could win a fight against that person.

—What do you mean?

—You’ll see.

—I don’t want to come.

—It smells like shit inside that Dumpster, Bobert. And when I was in there, I thought it was the lowest I could go. But it’s not. I’m not gonna tell you what lowest is. You wouldn’t even look at me if you knew. But if you come with me then maybe this can be the worst for you and everything’ll just get better from here.

—What kinds of things do people tell you to do at your friends’ house?

—It’s not like that. It’s weirder than I can really explain. But you don’t have to do anything you don’t want to do. In fact, it could help you become someone who never does.

—Okay. All right.

—Don’t cry.

—I know. I don’t want to … Just let me get my bag. I’ll get my bag, and then we can go, and I’ll get myself behind a door and get warm.

—All right. You’re gonna like these guys. It’s like a family. Everybody sleeping in the living room. Watching out for one another. It’s safe. And it’s warm. And it’s all ours until somebody finds out.
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